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IN oc LATIN the SMALL Pox. 
in New Englaad. 2 . 


By Mr. B E NJ. COL MAN, 
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The O U made againſt it 
from Principles of Conſcience. 


In a LETTER from a Mitiſterat Ban 
To which is now -ccfixed, | 
An Hiſtorical INTRODUCTION. - 


By DANIEL NEAL, M. A. 
Then ſaid JESUS unto them, I will a you one Thing, 
Is IT LAWFUL TO SAVE LirE OR To DESTROY IT 
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7 11 E following Papen were ea 
<a; a'few Months ago at Boffon in New 
8 England, where 8 the Small Pox ra- 
— ged the latter End of laſt Summer 


with a Malignity little inferior to the Plague id 
my out of fifteen or ſixteen thouſand, 


is the Number of Inhabitants of that 
TD at preſent, there died throughout the 
whole Month of O#fober, no leſs than one 


hundred a Week. The Diſtemper began about 


Midſummer, and not having viſited the Town 


for nineteen Years before, the People Were 


quickly in a Conſternation; Trade was ata 


the Churches were unfrequented, the NT 3 


Aſſembly and Courts of ſudicature 


to diſtant Places, and All that were in Circum- 


4» 
N 
oe a 
* 4 
& 2 


8 „ 


V — 
289 8 8 BY ID 
* * ei an wy 


"icky 


ſtances endeavour'd to fly from the Infection 
In this melancholy Situation of Affairs, one 
of the Miniſters publiſh'a an Addreſs to the 
a Phyſicians of the Town, recommending the 
new Method of Inoculating the Small Pox, 
as publiſh d ſome Years ago among the Philoſo- 
7 5 Tranſactions of the Royal Society, but 
2 rejected the Propoſal, and the Writer was 
rewarded with the Inſults of the People. 
Me have no certain Account in Hiſtory of 
the Inventor of this Method; but Dr. Pylarini, 
Venetian Conſul at Smyrna, ſays, it was firſt 
diſcovered in that Part of Greece call'd Theſſaly, 
and from thence brought to Conſtantinople; 
that it was practiſed only among the lower 
ſort of Pcople 'till the Year 1701, when the 
Small Pox being very mortal in the City, a 
great many Noble Families among the Greeks 
ste to it; but the Turks aſcribing all 
Events to Fate, for that Reaſon refus d to come 
into it. 
Dr. Timoni Phyſici an at Conſtantinople, in 
his Letter to the Roy al Society dated December 
1713, adds that the Method of Inoculating the 
| Small Pox had been introduc'd into Con/tanti- 
19 05 about forty Vears before, by the Circaſſi- 
ang, Georg ians, and other Inhabitants of Aſia; 
and that for the laſt eight Years it had been prac- 
tiſed with ſuch Succeſs upon ſome thouſands of 
"Perſons of all Ages, Sexes, and Conſtitutions, 
that, not one of _ had dy'd, tho' at the ſame 
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the Perſons who were - feigd with it in the or. = 
dinary Way, miſcarried. | | 
- 'Tis but very lately that this Practice has been ; 
introduced into theſe Parts of Europe, the firſt 
Example among us was in April laſt, hen the 
Lady Mortley Mountague ſent for Mr. Maitland, 
who had been Surgeon to the Honourable 
Wortley Mountague, Eſq; when he was Ambaſ⸗ 
ſador at the Ottoman Port, and acquainted him 
with her Reſolutions of having the Small PG 
inoculated on her Daughter, an Infant of — 
four or five Years old ; Mr. Maitland had pert 
form'd the Operation on her only Son, about 4 
Years before at Conſtantmople with ſuch Shue 
ceſs, that the Lady was reſoly'd to ſubmit her 
Daughter to it : He accordingly engrafted the 
Small Pox in both her Arms; the Child con! 
tinued caſy and well till the tenth Night, except 
a few little Spots and Fluſhings, but x 99 begart 
to be hot and feveriſh ; the next Morning the 
Small Pox appear d, ripen d and went off in 
a few Days, the Child being ſo well as ts 
play about the Room all the while. Nr 
Month he perform d the Operation on theonly © + 
Son of a learned Phyſician in London, and 1% 
in the Month of Auguſt following, in Obedi -. 
ence to their Royal Highneſſes Commands, he 9 
engrafted the Small Pox on ſix of the con- 3 
demned Criminalsat Newgate, in the Preſence 
of ſeveral eminent Phyſicians, Surgeons, and | 
others; of which He has _ the Word a 
very particular Account. 


In a Letter from New England lately pub- 
lh d by Mr. Dummer, the Author acquaints 
us, that He had met with ſeveral African Ne- 
FLroes, who aſſured him that the Method of in- 

oculating the Small Pox was ſo generally prac- 

tiſed in their Country, that when our Euro- 
pdean Traders on the Coaſt of Guinea, happen d to 
+ buy any Slaves that had not had the Diſtemper, 
they uſually ſent them a Shore to be Inocula- 
ted, that they might come to a better Market 
in the Feſt Indies; for a Proof of which they 
ſhew'd him the Marks of the Inciſions on their 
Arms; but the Truth of this Relation depend- 
ing chiefly upon the Teſtimony of Negroes, I 
ſhould think it worth while to conſult ſome of 
our E&ng/;/e Traders to thoſe Parts, before we 
give entire Credit to it. 

Tis certain however, that upon the Credit 
of ſome of the foremention d Relations, Dr. 
Boylſtan one of the Phyſicians of Boſton ven- 
tur d to introduce the Jnoculation, into that 
Ton about Miaſummer laſt; He firſt tryed 
the Experiment on two of his Slaves, and then 
upon his Son, a Child of about five or ſix Years 
old, with all the Succeſs He could deſite: but 
itis-incredible to think what a Storm of Re- 
proach-fell upon the Doctor within a few Days 
for his bold Attempt : The reſt of the Phyſi- 
cians publiſh d it as their Opinion, That the 
E AInqculation was prejudicial to the Welfare 
« of Mankind, that it had proved the Death 
of ſome, and had brought incurable Diſters 
4 pers upon others, as appear d by innumerable 
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1 Inſtances; ” One, of them, a Frenchman, 
made Affidavit, That about twenty five 
« Years he had ſeen thirteen Soldiers 
« jn the * h Army inoculated; of whom 
« four died, ſix recovered, with abundance - 


« of Trouble, and the other three found as 


« Effet of it upon them.” He added, 
„That at the Battle of Almanza, two Muſe. 
ce gte Soldiers had been inoculated, one 

« of whom recovered, but the other dyed 
in ſix Weeks Time, his Body being prodi - 
« giouſly ſwell d, and his Lungs ulcerated. 


« And that in Flanders, about twenty Years 


<« ago, a Captain under his Cure for the Small 
« Pox, told him that he had been inoculated 
« five or fix Times, without any other Ef. 
<« fect than an incurable Ulcer in one of his 
« Arms.” This was publiſh'd in the News 
Papers here at London; but who can believe, 
that an Experiment of this Nature ſhould be 
ſo often repeated, and that there ſhould not 
be a Man in theſe Parts of the World that 
ſhould hear of its being performed in Exrope; 
till within theſe three or four Years? Do Sol- 
dicrs uſe to take ſuch Care of their Health? 
Or is the Camp a proper Place for ſuch an 
Operation? If the Tnoculation had been per- 
form'd upon them, only as an Experiment, 
tis ſtrange that no publick Notice ſhould be 
taken of it, when it had ſuch fatal Conf 
quences: But that which effect 


ually deſtroys 
the Credit of this Teſtimony iss that if it 


1 New Method muſt have been 1 | 


: $ © practiſed. 
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Ju pratiſcd in ſeveral Parts of Europe, before 
it was taken Notice of at Conſtantinople it (elf. 
However, this ſtrange Affidavit had ſuch an 
Influence upon the People, that Dr. Beylſton 
Was inſulted as he walk d the Streets; ſome 
of his Neighbours threatned to bring an In- 
dictment of Felony againſt him, for « carry ing 
the Infection from one part of the Town to 

the other; and at length, the Juſtices of the 

Town, and the Select Men, ſummoned him 
before them; and having ſeverely reprimand-* 

ed him for his Raſhneſs, forbad him to pro- 
ceed; it being the general Opinion at that Time, 
that the Inoculation wou'd mow the F ore. 
runner of the Plag | | d 
But to deſtroy the Credit of * New Me- 
thod more effectually, there was publiſh'd a- 
bout the ſame Time, in the Boſton News- 
Letter, an indecent Satire, wherein the Au- 
thor, after having inveighed bitterly againſt 
the Inoculation, calling it Wicked and Felo- 
nious, and comparing it to the Infuſion of 
the moſt venomous Poiſon into the Blood; 
at length refers the Caſe to the Divines, cal- 
ling upon them to anſwer the following 
Queſtion, M hether the truſting more to the 
groundleſs'Contrivances of Men, than to our 
Preſerver in the ordinary Courſe of Nature, 
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(e conſiſtent with that Devotion and Subjec- 
dien ue owe: to the All-wiſe Providence of 
dad Abnighty?. Six of the Divines had the 
= Courage to give a publick Anſwer to this 
* not much to the. Satisfaction be 
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the Enquirer : But they fared no better than 
the Doctor, for after this, they were inſulted 
in the Streets, and were hardly ſafe in their 
own Houſes. The Affair of the Inoculation 
became at length a Party Cauſe, the Gover- 
nor and the Court — on one Side, and 
the Country on the other: And tis incredible 
(ays my Correſpondent) to imagine, how- 
much the Affections of the honeſt and ſober 
People of the Town wrg a from 
their Miniſters, onl Aor their Arteniþty No 


ſave their Lives. 
wk es f . 4 


But the Doctor, 
the Divines, reſolved eed in, his Prac- 
tice, notwithſtanding NEV es f the 
Fuſtices, and Select Men of the Town, and 
the Number of his Patients encreas d fo faſt, 
that by the End of September, about eighty 
had paſsd under the Operation, and all re- 
covered but one, who had manifeſtly taken 
the Infection the common Way before. But 
the Clamours of the People were ſo inſuffer- 
able, and the Reports that were ſpread about 
Town, of the deplorable Circumſtances of 
the Doctor's Patients, fo injurious to his Re- 
putation, that they thought themſelves obli- 
ged to publiſh an Advertiſement in the Ga- 
Sette, to ſatisfy the People of their Safety, 
and the Proſpetts they had of a ſpeedy: Re- 
covery. By the middle of December, the 
number of the Inoculated amounted to two. 
hundred and fifty, of whom four are dead. 
Mr. Maitland alſo confeſſes, that he knew of 
01 B One 
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One that Had miſcatried under the Inoculati- 
on at Conſtantinople; but he adds, that it was 
thro' the Raſhneſs and Inadvertency of _ 
open *. 

At length the Method of Inoculating * 
Saw. ſuch Repate, that ſeveral who were ill 
of the Diſtemper in the ordinary Way, deſir- 
ed to have the Small- Pox of the kinder Sort 
engrafted on them. Of this Number there 
have been about ten or twelve, who, though 
they did not come off ſo well as they would 
have done if they had been inoculated ſooner, 
yet were very ſenſibly relieved by the Ingtaft- 
ment; and tis now the Opinion of the moſt 
wiſe and conſiderate Perſons in the Town, 
that if they had gone into this Method ſoon- 
er, they might have prevented, in a great 
meaſure, the Confuſions of the Country, and 


by the Bleſſing of God, have waders hundreds 


of Lives. 

All that have writ upon che Subject of * 
itn the Small-Pox, agree in the Method 
- 2of performing the Operation, which is thus; 
The Variolous Matter is obtained from a 
young Perſon of a healthy Conſtitution, who 
has the Small- Pox of the diſtinct Kind, by 
pricking ſome of the Tubercules with a Needle, 
about the thirteenth Day of his Illneſs, and 
preſſing a convenient Quantity of Matter out 
of them into a warm Glaſs; che Glaſs is then 
(carried by a third Perſon, in run Boſom, 
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to the Houſe of the Perſon to be Inoculated; 
The Patient being in a warm Chamber, 
the Operator makes a ſlight Incifion into th 
Arm = Leg, little more. than Skin deep, 
and then takes a Bit of Lint dipt in the infect- 
ed Matter, and puts it into the Wound; or elſe 
drops a ſmall Quantity of the Variolous Mat- 
ter directly into it, taking care to mix it with 
the Blood. The Part is then cover'd with, a 
Plaiſter of Diachylon, to keep it cloſe. for. a 
Day or two, and is then dreſt from Time to 
Time, like an Iſſue. 

'Tis not my Deſign in this Place to  ſhew. the | 
Effects of this Operation upon the Patient, 
the Reader may expect them in the following 
Narrative; I ſhall only obſerve, that the Di- 
ſtemper proves generally of the ſame Kind 
with that of the Perſon, from whom the Va. 
riolous Matter is derivd; that tho' in the Le- 
vant the Inoculated had ſeldom above twen- 
ty or thirty Puſtules,, in New England few 
eſcaped without ſome hundreds; and Mr. Mait- 
land ſays ſome of his Paticnts have had two. 
thouſand x; but whether they have more or 
leſs, they arc never pitted, except in the Places 
of Inciſion, ſo that the Complexion is always 
ers that ſometimes the Patient has no 
2uſtules, but about the place where the Inci- 
lions are made, and. 'tis generally. obſeryed, 
that the greater the Diſcharge of Matter at 
the Inciſions, the fewer are the Irruptions in 
aher places; and ſo on the contrary. That 
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the Patient has no ſecond Fever at the Turn 


of the Diſtemper, and little or no Sickneſs, 


provided he keep himſelf warm, and uſe a 
temperate Diet; and that the Operation is e- 
qually ſafe at all Times of the Vear. It 
appears to me (ſays my learned Friend at 
Be * a wonderful Work of God; Na- 

ce ture works uniformly in the Thing, and 
4 vith equal Footſteps of Wiſdom and 'Good- 
ce neſs; the Oil which would produce a Flame, 
«and the Matter for more Puſtules, runs out 


ce at the little Sores, by which means the firſt | 


© Fever is moderated, and the ſecond entire- 
I prevented. | 

But that which deſerves the Attention of 
Ethitemen, who would recommend this Prac- 
| tice to the World, is to ſatisfy us, that thoſe 
who have been Inoculated are ſecure from 
catching the Diſtemper in the common Way 
afterwards. For Pylarini in his Letter to the 
| Royal Society, confeſſes, that in ſome that 
have been Inoculated, the Inciſions have pro- 
duced no Small Pox at all, and that theſe Per- 
ſons have afterwards had the Diſtemper in the 
common Way, and been handled with it like 
other People; tho Mr. Maitland boldly af- 
firms, that the Operation never fail'd him, 
nor any one elſe that he knows of, nor does 
ne believe it ever can, when duly perform'd 
on Perſons that have never had it before : I 
acknowledge, however, that this Gentleman 
' Has ſaid a great deal towards ſatisfying the 
farementioned Enquiry, namely, Whether 


Perſons 


5 ; 
Perſons who' have been once Inoculated, may 
have the Small Pox in the common Way af-- 
terwards? He tells us, That when he 
was at Conſtantinople, in the Year 1717, he 
enquired particularly into this Fact; and was 
aſſured, by all the Practitiotiers in thoſe Parts, 
That there was not an Inftance known, of 
e one's being ever infected, who had had any 
4 Puſtules at all how few ſoever rais d by Ino- 
« culation, tho for a farther Tryal, ſeveral had 
4 been once and again engrafted, and others 
« alſo had been confin'd to the Room, and in 
« the ſame Bed too with the Infected.“ He 
adds farther, that He himſelf has made open 
* and repeated Tryals on one of the inocula- 
ted Criminals at Newgate, Els. Harriſon, 
«a Girl of about 19 Years old, and who had 
c the feweſt Irtuptions of any of the Six that 
were inoculated, but had a more than ordi- 
nary diſcharge at the Incifions. I firſt em- 
* ploy'd her (ſays he,) in Chriſt's Hoſpital 
cat Hert ford, as a Nurſe toa Servant Maid who 
« was very full of the Small Pox ; ſhe attend- 
ed her during the whole Courſe of her II- 
«neſs, and afterwards attended one of the 
Boys, with whom ſhe lay every Night in the 
Bed, from the Beginning of the Diſtemper 
« to the End of it, without the leaſt Symp- 
<< toms of the Diſtemper upon her ſelf.” Put 
I am ſtill of Opinion, that Experiments is 
Nature ſhould be frequently repeated, that a 
Fact of ſuch Conſequence to the Succeſs of 
POS. * + P. 18 ; | 
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(14) 
the new Method, may be atteſted by a greater- 
Number of Witneſſes. | 
Tho the Author of the following Narrative 

is not-a Phyſician, He is a Gentleman of as 
much Learning and good Senſe as any in 
New' England; He attended the Sick in Qua- 
lity of a Divine, and having declard himſelf 
early in Favour of the new Method, was the 
more exact and curious in his Obſervations, of 
the various Effects it produced in them that 
ſubmitted to it; I have therefore communica- 
ted to the Publick his Account, as I receiv'd 
it; and the Reader will obſerve an agreeable 
Mixture of Hiſtory, and Philoſophy running 
thro' it. It was a bold Attempt for a Perſon 
of his Character to publiſh an Eſſay of this 
Nature, at a Time when the People were fo 
enrag d againſt the Inoculation ; Some Allow- 
ances therefore muſt be made for the length of 
his Apology at the Beginning, and ſome warm 
Expreſſions in other Parts of his Performance. 
Ihe Letter that follows was deſign'd for the 
Uſe of the common People, and is therefore 
fitted to their Capacitics : It contains a Reply, 
to the chief Objections againſt the Inoculation, 
from Principles of Conſcience, ſome of which 
relate to the particular Circumſtances of the 
People of Boſton at that time, and others 
are of a more general Nature: The Anſwers 
I think are clear and ſolid, but whether they 
are ſufficient to encourage conſcientious and 
tendet Parents, to provide for the ſafety of theit 
Children this Way, muſt be ** to the Judg- 
74% ment 


(5) 
ment of every Reader: Some may think; ſe- 

veral of the Objections mention'd in the Letter 
weak and trifling, which at the ſame time, may 
have a conſiderable Influence on Perſons of a 
lower Capacity; but a Caſuiſt in this Caſe muſt 
condeſcend to the Weak. For my own Part, 
Tam far from wondring at the Oppoſition | 
of the common People of Boſton, againſt a 
Practice fo new, and of ſuch an extraofdi- 
nary Nature. Some, no doubt, were acted by 
others from behind the Scenes; Others had en 
ſcientious Scruples in their Mind, and a great 
many oppos d it, out of a Regard to the Pub- 
lick Good, being apprehenſive of the Conſe- 
quences of ſpreading an Infection, which'ought 
rather to have been ſtifled ; and J muſt confeſs, 
that this Objection has its weight with me: For 
its certain the Small Pox is as infectious in the 
Inoculated, as in thoſe who have it in the ordi- 
nary Way. Mr. Maitland obſerves, that ſoon 
after He had engrafted the Small Pox on one of 
Mr. Balls Children of Hertfordſhire, fix of 
his domeſtick Servants took it; ſome of whom 
had the Diſtinct Sort, others the Continued, 
and others the Confiuent ; that one of _ 

died, and another very narrowly eſcap'd : 

-adds farther, that an Infant of about 4 — 
"old that was ſucking at Mrs. Heath's Breaſt, 
whilſt ſhe nurs d her two Sons who had been in- 
oculated, took the Diſtemper, and in due time 
recovered. No as this is a Proof, that the 

true and Genuine Small Pox are produc'd bythe 
een, it is with me urn a very 2 
ea- 
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- Reaſon, againſt carrying the Diſtemper into 


not been before; or into private Families, with- 

out the Conſent and Approbation of all that 
are in Danger; but when the H Pox is Ma- 
lignant, and has ſpread it ſelf into all Quarters 
of che Place where we live, ſo that it is great 
odds but we ſhall be viſited with it, and when 


t ; We may then certainly make uſe of the beſt 
we are acquainted with, to pals ſafely 
thro it: So that if I had been at Boſton. in the 
Time of the late dreadful Calamity, and had 
ſeen the happy Effects of the new Method, on 
a variety of Subjects, I believe I ſhould have de- 
clared in favour of the Inoculation, under ſuch 
Proper Regulations as ſhould have prevented 
their receiving any Detriment from it, who did 
not approve of it. 

It may be ſome may 0 the publiſh- 
ing theſe Papers ncedleſs, after the exact Ac- 
count that Mr. Maitland has given of his Prac- 
tice here at London, and in Hertfordſhire ; but 
the new Method of Inpculating being now the 
Subject of moſt People's Enquiry, I think every 
Thing relating to it ſhould be made Publick. 
Several of out Phyſicians of the beſt Character 
in Town have declard in Favour of it, and their 
Royal Highneſſes the Prince and Princeſs of 
Males, whoſe ſteady Regard to the Welfare 
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Life, has made them the Admiration and De- 
w of all true Lovers of their Country, have 
I appoint- 
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Country Towns, and Villages, where it has 


we are not in Circumſtances to remove from 


of our Nation, both in private and public 
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22 Satisfaction of ſuch uo ave Wilna t se 
enquire: Farther into h: Bam inäfthuch u We 
chief Sbene of Aοα] Husen (tide ik 
New England; there tiwving/ berhiimre _ 
Perſdtm Iiacutated {i che ſuigle Pawn! sf © 3 
Boſton within theſe fix Months, than in all I 
Europe, it ſeems no leſs reaſonable and neceſſary | 
that we ſhould be acquainted with the Method 
and Succeſs of this Practice among them, as 
well as among our ſelves; and this is the trne 
Reaſon of ſending theſe Papers to the Preſs. 

I have only acted the Part of an Hiſtorian ; 
but I ſhould be very glad, if ſome ingenious and 
learned Gentleman would oblige the World 
with the Phzloſophy of this new Pzatice, by 
enquiring into the NS and Aa of Ja- 
riolous Infection, and it thro all the 
Changes and Alterations it makes in thE Blood, 
while it femains mixt with ie, Wnt after tis 
thrown out of it; for certalni the whole Maſs __ 
of Blood muſk undergo a'gomfiderable Alter 
tion by the Small Pox; fitze it is not ſuſceptive - 
of the like Infection e ards. And I am not 
without hopes, that BE Boylſton, Phyſician at 
Boſton, may be prevail'& with, to give the 
World a particular Account of the Remarks 
and Obſervations he has made on this Part of 
his Practice for the laſt ſix Months; the various 
Appearances of the Diſtemper in different Sub- 
owl =-_ He apprehends to be the Reaſon of 

e Death of 3or 4 of the Inoculated; and what 
viſible ſeryice the Ingraftment did to them ho 
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 hatlcateh'd:theDiftemperin tlie ordinary Way | 
before By ſuch Eſſays as theſe, the Subject of 


the Small Pomqwill beſet in a clear ä 
Light, and the World will be able to judge, in a | 
very little Time, whether it will prove ſervice- 
able or prejudicial to the Welfare of Mankind. 
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InoeuLaTiNG 72 SMALL Pox 


in New" England. 
1 7 By Me CO EN N N. 


f - Il bi e e the Le. 

vant, and of the wonderful Suc- 
ceſs of it there, given by Gentle- 
men of Learning, to ſuch a Body 
as — of he Royal Society in London, I could 
not but give Credit to their Teſtimony, in a 
Matter of Fact whereof they were Eye-Wat- 
neſſes. Immediately the little Philoſo ophy Lam 
Maſter of led me into the apparent Reaſons 
of the Thing. The more readily and exfily 
theſe occurr d to me, the more I was affected 


* 
* 4 

FS 0 | : 

| 

, 
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with the, Goodneſs of God Almighty therein, * 4 


to a miſerable World. I immediately 2 
vin my ſelf, and ſaid to ſome Superior 
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ſons i in the Town, (who poſlibly may remem- 
ber it), What an aſtoniſhing Merey to Us in 
this Land, this Diſcovery of a Cracious Pro- 
widence might prove. The more I musd up- 
on the Thing, — diſcours d upon it, the more 

Light I had, or ſeemd to my ſelf to have. It 
| appear d to me as rational as it was ſurpriz- 
ing, and gave me great Pleaſure in the Proſpect 
of ſo great a Benefit to Mankind, For I had 
not forgot the Terroxs of the & mall Pox, when 
it was here the two laſt Times, nineteen, and 
near thirty Vears ſince; tho it was nothing ſo 
mortal either time, as it had been before, (1678, 
and has been now again. Beſides, it being 
now nineteen Years ſince the Small Pox had 
been in the Town, it gave us a very dreadful 
Proſpe& of Diſtreſs and Neaths, whenever it 


all re young People born in the Town, gr 
come into it from the Country, within that 
long Term of Time, having it before thers. 


and. expected by us, my Joy 1 up- 
on the Diſeovery of ſuch a Way of Relief, as 


God to us. In this Simplicity of Heart, (I 


to a kind Opinion of this New Method; my 
Affection to my Country, and the ſaving the 
Lives of my People, being the ſole Motive 
to me, under the Glory that ſhould thence re- 
dound unto the Name of God. I freely 
* my Thoughts in Company, and on Oe- 

caſions 


ſhould come among us; all the Children, and 


Now in proportion to Jos Diſtreſs foreſcen 


ſcem'd opening before us, by the Favour of 
ſpeak before God who ſearches it) I gave in- 
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caſions as it ſeem d proper to me; and hen 
ſome publickly demanded of us, M herber Peo- 
— hte; in uſmg this Means of 

ſervation? I openly anfwer'd (amon 
+ arte in the Affirmative, that I judg' 4 

— might. This was after that Dr. Boy/ffone 

had begun the Practice, which I never put him 
_— nor had I Light to diſſuade him from 
According to my Hope and Expectation 
ir ſucceeded; altho the firſt Experiment was 
— moſt gr for Mrs. Boylſtone be- 
ing in the Country, and the DoFor taken up 
abroad among his Patients, the Children were 
too much expoſed and neglected; and from my 

Houſe, (which faces into the Doctor's Vard) 
one of them was feen, three or four Days af- 
ter their being Inoculated, dabling in the cold 
Water under the Gutter. This or the like 
Diſorders in the firſt Inoculated Child, threw 
him, as well they might, into a high and 
threatning Fever. The Cauſe was apparent to 
the Doctor, and ſo did not diſcourage him, 
nor at all ais ger the Practice, with us that ſaw 
it. It was a Pleaſure however, to ſee that the 
Small Pox might be communicated, as the 
Gentlemen from the Levant had informed us. 
The next Experiments were made with more 
Care, and accordingly more anſwered the Ac- 
counts which they had given us, of a very /zght 
Fever, and few Puſtules. By this Time the 
Town was full of the Sickneſs, and the Deaths 
that began to multiply, led a few more into 

2 of Safety ; as they hop'd, by the 
Favour 


(22) 
F avout of God to find it. The Bleſſing 


God went along with it; they found Sag — 
Sueetneſs, and lay praiſing God on their Beds, 


or rather, ſat up in their Chairs doing o. 


Their Friends ſtood ſmiling about them: Their 
Tongues were filled with Laughter, and outs 


with Thankſgiving, on their account, when 


we went to ſee em. We ſaw them recover faſt; 
the communicated Diſtemper working uni- 
formly upon them, and as one would deſire. 
We ſaw this with Wonder, and Joy at what 
God had wrought for us. We ſaw Scores thus 
recover, even as many as went into the happy 
Practice; and it appear d to us more and more 
to be the Lord's Doing, and marvellous in our 
Eyes. They were as diſcreet and religious a 


Number of People, and Perſons of as good 


Senſe and Underſtanding, and of as much Cau- 
tion and Fear as their N cighbours, who made 
theſe Experiments; and they did it with Meck- 
neſs and Humility, Patience and Silence, and 
many Prayers, under much Provocation from 
too many. Only one Gentlewoman has yet di- 
ed, out of an Hundred, Who have now paſſed 
thro the Operation. But as yon muſt needs 
ſuppoſe, in a Town ſo full of Infection as this 
has been, ſome ten or twelve of this Numbet 
appear d to have taken the Infection in the com- 
mon Way, (among whom the Perſon deceas'd 
Was evidently one) and accordingly they had 
it of the conſſuent Kind, or in a Fulneſs of the 
diſtinct Sort, not known among the Inoculated 
* Wa. u che Levgnt.. This will be ſo far from ſeem» 
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ing ſtrange to you, that indeed it would be EY 
to a Miracle, hadir' been otherwiſe; At the 
ſame time it thaft be allow d, 'rhat a good un 
ber of thoſe that paſſed ſo favourably cnto che 
Inoculation, would probably have ad it v 
favourably in the common Way: But that 
many ſnould paſs ſo favourably and'eafily, as Well 
as fafriy, thro the Inoculation; while: their 
Neighbours had ſo many in every hundred that 
fuffer'd ſo much, as well as died; is a ſufficient! 
Diſtinction put by Providence on the Method 
which we praiſe God for; and commend unto 
others, as God has commended it unto us. 

For my on Part I would not willingly; (at 
leaſt unneceſſarily)ſaya Word that ſhouldgrieve;' 
much leſs fend any one, in this preſent 

_ E#Eſſay, which I honeſtly mean to ſerve my 

Country, and not provoke my Neighbours. I 
have no Intereſt to ſerve by appearing for this 

Practice; but the contrary. -If I knew any 
thing in prejudice againſt it, which might 7a 
be faid, God knows I would offet it. Boſton 
can now little be ſerv d by it, to what it might 
have been a few Months paſt, and I may ſeem 
to have been too long ſilent. But what I have 
ſeen of this dreadful Viſitation, from one ſick 
and dying Chamber to another, (and it may be 
ſcarce any one has ſeen more) awakens me now! 
to write for the ſake of other Towns, where the 
Sickneſs is prevailing, : or whither'it may comes 
that they may not put from them the Mercy of 
Godin this particular, as it ſeems to me that we: 
have done. I can call upon my Brethren, the 


(14) 


Pe. Mimyſtersof Boſton, who the moſt ofthem have 


at times, paſs d from the many ſad Spectacles of 
Woe, Corruption, Anguiſh and Diitraction, to 
the Chambers of the Inoculat eu, to ſay in what 


eaſe and ſweetneſs, and ſerenity theſe have lay. 


As the paſſing out of Darkneſs into Light, or 
from a tempeſtuous Sea into a calm Haven, or 


from a Place of Horror into a Garden of Plea- 


ſure, ſo it has been to us. A thouſand Com- 


pariſons here offer themſelves to mind which I 


ſuppreſs becauſe they would ſcem odiour to 
ſome, however juſt in themſelves. oil 

I come-now to ſay, What 1 have ſcen.in m 
the Chambers of the Inoculated ; for | have 
made it my Buſineſs to viſit forme of them, and' 
to obſerve the Work of God to his Praiſe ; and 
what I blame in others is, that they have not 
viſited them, and without prejudice or Paſſion, 
ot tegard to any private Intereſt or Pique,” in- 
form'd themſelves as they might caſfily have done 
ofthis great Thing which God has brought to 
light in our Day; and if I may ſerve to (er it in 
any true light before others, I ſhall account my 


ſelf honour'd of God therein. 


- Know then, that the Inciſions, which the Dr. 
niches! in the Arm or Leg, are the leaſt you can 


well imagine, and but Skin deep; the Quanti- 


ty of the Variolaus Matter, which I have ſeen 
him uſe to good Effect, has been but a ſingle 
and very ſmall Dtop upon a bit of Lint. After 
twenty four Hours we threw itentirely away and 
put on a Dreſſing of Cabbage Leaffrom Day to 


4 Rays For fix, and ſometimes — Jays, the Pa- 
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tient continues perfectly well; then a gentle Fe- 


yer riſes, accompanied with all the Symptoms 


of the Small Pox, but in a low Degree, an ach- 
ing Head and Back, and Pains in the Bones, c. 
This makes him dull and heavy for a Day or 
two, and preſently he finds himſelf well and 
the Pock appears, riſes, turns, and goes off with- 
out any more Illneſs or Pain, ſave what the 
burning and ſoreneſs of the Pock may Occaſion 
to him, or ſome external Fever in the Fleſh 
without any inward one. For the firſt ſix Days 
I have found the Iſſues opened very little; and 
ſeem d to vent but little; yet in ſome Bodies 
more than in others * ; but as the Fever comes 
on, and the Pock begins to appear in the Skin, 
the Inciſions of their own accord begin to open 
and diſcharge; and as the Pock fills and ripens, 
the Iſſues every Day widen and run more and 
more, till at the turning of the Pock the ſixth 
or ſeventh Day, they come to their fulleſt flow - 
ing; and aftet two Days more they gradually 
decreaſe and abate, and quickly heal of them- 
ſelves under the ſame dreſſing of Cabbage: leaf, 
which had before drawn them. So gentle and 
perfect is Nature in this its own Work, with- 
out the Aſſiſtance of Medicine ordinarily, and 
almoſt any need of Nurſing. Neither is there need 
ſcarce of a Warcher by Nhe no more than of a 


2 the —— England /ay upon the 
Doctor: firſ® removing his little Pled the Se 0 185 
would ſeinlabons ndbap, and then 1 and break out e 
e 7 — keeps the Sores conſtaut- 

like an Iſſue, AO Means the Fever ang other 9 


fly moderated, p 


Nurſe 
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Nurſe by Day, the Patient feels wh catsſo well 


by Day, and ſlceps ſo well by Night. Hcrare- 


ly complains of any Pain in his Head, Oppreſ- 
ſion at his Breaſt, ſore Throat, or Thirſt; and 
is ſeldom offended with his own Smell. 
But that which is the greateſt Benefit by Ino- 
culation, and indeed the apparent Cauſe of all the 
Eaſe and Sweetneſs experienc d under it, is this, 
that as it moderates the firſt Fever and the Symp- 
toms before the Eruption of the Pock, ſo it 
ſeems totally to prevent the ſecond Fever, at the 
turning of it, which is the fatal Thing and Time 
unto ſo many: The evident Reaſon whereof is, 
. becauſe the Oil or putid Matter that ſhould be 


the Fuel within the Body forthe Flame or Fe- 


ver keeps running out from Day to Day at the 
Inciſions: And beſides, the Body not being 
cover d with the Pock, and conſequently not 
with Scabs (and Corruption under the ſame) 
- when the Pock turns; as it has enjoy d a free 
Perſpiration by the Pores, ſo there is no foul 
Maſs upon it to return in, and mix with the 
Juices and Blood; by which it is that in the con- 
fluent and fluxy- Sort, the Body is tainted a ſe- 
cond Time, as well as the Perſpiring (ſo neceſ- 
ſary unto Life) is prevented. The Conſequence 
of this again is exceeding happy to the Inocula- 
lated, which is, that they have no After- blains 
and Boils upon their Bodies, which are ſo fre- 
. and terrible after the ſuffering of the Small 
Pox in the confluent Kind: The Reaſon where- 
of is apparent, namely, becauſe the Iſſues keep 
open wy running at and after the turning 0 the 
ock, 


19 | 

Pock, and ſo diſcharge freely and fully all the ill 
Ferment or Humour, which if it were in Part 
retain'd in the Body would cauſe Swellings and 
Boils *. So that whereas there is in the other 
Way very often a return in of ſome of the ejected 
Poiſons, which taints the Blood again; ſo here: 
isan eaſy, gentle, perpetual flow out, with a conti - 
nued Perſpiration of the Body, which prevents 
after Boils, as well as the kindling any preſent 
conſuming Flame within the Patient. 

- It is now ſome Months, four or five, ſince 
many of the Inoculated are come abroad, and 
they find neither Boil nor Sore upon them; but 
are in as good a State of Health as ever they en- 
joy'd in their Life: Nay ſome have found a 
much better Complexion and Stomach than 
ever they had before; and particularly my own 
Child has found ſo thro the Favour of Gd. 

I can tell too ofa Woman in the Weakneſs of 
Child-bed, who cight Days after her Delivery 
came under the Inoculation to avoid the Small 
Pox the common Way, God ſending it then 
into the Houſe where ſhe was; and tho' ſhe had 
many morePuſtules than is uſual in this Method, 
yet ſhe went chearfully thro the Viſitation, and 
even gain d Strength while the Pock roſe to as 
fine and large a Head, of the diſtin Kind, as 
I ever ſaw.. | 

When the Patient in the common Way of 
Infection would have but few Puſtules, he has to 


. 


* The Sores continue running ſometimes longer than the Puſtules remain» 
even ſome Days after the Patient goes abroad, but then they dry up of 
themſelves with Eaſe and 9) Letter from New England, p. 2 g . 
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be ſure fewer, under the Inoculation: When 
he would elſe be exceeding full, it greatly abates 
and lefſens the Number of the Pock ; and 
when it would be the confluent and fluxy Kind, 

Ve have all the Reaſon in the World to think 
tat it prevents the ſame, and brings on a 47- 

ſtinct Sort; which Sort has but little Danger 
attending it in the common. Way of Infection, 
and which only are proper to the Inoculation, 
according to the Account given by the Gentle- 
men from the Levant. Sometimes the Inocu- 
lated, whom [I have ſeen, have had a large and 
angry Pock, and a good Number of em too; 
ſometimes when there have not been many, I 
have obſerv'd ſome of thoſe that have appear'd 
and riſen for two or three days, to int away 
and diſappear ; yet have they created no fever- 
iſh Diſorder when they have done ſo, which 
looks as if they diſcharged and vented them- 
ſelves by the Inciſions. Once I found a young 
Man under the Inoculation full cnough to have 
given Diftreſs and Danger, as I apprehended, but 
his chearful Eye and Smiles immediately put 
me out of Pain; profeſſing to me that he felt 
himſelf ſo well within, that were it ſafe or pro- 
per, he thought he could go about his worldly 
Buſineſs as well as ever in his Life. In others, 
their Fever has been high and burning in the 
Fleſh, when inwaraly they have found no Diſ- 
order, neither in Head nor Breaſt, but could 
breath and ſleep even as if in Health, or next 
to it. 4 

I boldly profeſs, concerning as many as I 
a —_— | have 


mae 
have ſeen under the Inaculation, even when 
their Pock came to the Height, ſcarce the 


Smell of Sickneſs has paſſed on them, in Com. 


pariſon of what others undergo in the eommon 
Way. In fome the Iſſues ſcarce ſmell at all, 
ſo much as to them that dreſs em. It has 
ſeem'd to me nothing more than what a Cab- 

bage· leaf upon a common [ſue muſt needs 
cauſe at the end of twenty four Hours. Where 
the Patient would have many Pock in the com- 
mon Way, and conſequently have the more 


under the Inoculation, there the Iſſues muſt 


be ſuppoſed to run the more. Where the Pa- 
tient is fulleſt under the Inoculation, I affirm, 
I could never ſmell their Iſſues at their Bed-ſide ; © 
no, not when J have lean d over their Bed on 
purpoſe to do it. Vet certainly the Iſſues do 
ſmell more ot leſs, as the degree of the Diſ- 
temper is upon the Patient. And where the 
Infection is taken the common Way, and the 
confluent Kind comes in the Eruption, there 
the Iſſues, you may well think, find much 
more to vent, and the Diſcharge is more noi- 
ſome, like the running of the fluxy Kind. But 
at the worſt, even in this Caſe, the Hours ex- 
cepted wherein Kianeys have been ſometimes 
applied to Neck or Feet, it is nothing, that I 
could ever find or hear, in compariſon of that 
prodigious Stench which is ſo common for ma- 
ny Days together under the fluxy Sort, where- 
in one can hardly bear the Rome. 
It therefore appears to me one of the bajd- 
eſt Impoſitions on our Senſes and Reaſon, that 
ft | I has 
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has been attempted ſince the Day wherein Tran. 

ſubſtantiation was obtruded and forced upon 
the Chriſtian World, to bear us down; as ſome 

would, That the Inoculation: has. cdusd the 
dreadful Malignity and Infection which h as 
been in the Town. To ſay this to Us, who 
have been call'd from Day to Day to the many 

nurious Chambers, each of which have had 
Poiſon enough in em to have ſpread the Town 

over, and which have been continually, by 
Day and Night, filling the Air with Infection, 

by the Chimneys and Doors, till at laſt the 

Windows have been thrown open too, upon 

the Soul's leaving the corrupted Body, — re- 
quites an Aſſurance indeed! Our Neighbours 
mult forgive us, if we contemn it as a moſt 
fooliſh Opinion, and ridiculous Imputation. 
We muſt call it ſo, if not worſe ; or we muſt 
forego our Senſc, and the common Under- 
ſanding which God has given us. On the 
contrary, I muſt conſtantly think that the In- 
oculation has been an Abatement, and Pre- 
vention of the greater Malignity that would 
have been by more of the confluent” and fluxy 
Sort. Beſides, in fact, the Malignity and 
Mortality has not been now ſo great, in pro- 
portion to our preſent Numbers, as it was 
three and forty Years ago, when in about 
fourteen Months, we are told eight hundred 
People died of it; which I ſuppoſe was a 
greater Mortality, than if eighteen hundred had 
died of it now. Some who were then Adult, 
tell me what great Numbers were then buried 
bY | * in 
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in a Weck: Families were then deſolated and 
broken up, and the very Fleſh rotted off the 
Bones of ſome. And we at laſt find too, bx 
ſad Experience, that they underſtood as well 
the managing the Diſtemper then, as we do 
now: For when the Malignity comes to 'a 
Height, we find that we know very little ot 
nothing what to do. 

Nor does it appear to me at all reaſonable 
to think, that what the Iſſues of the Inocu- 
lated do diſcharge, is at all malignant like what 
is vented by a fluxy maturated Pock, and after 


it turns, and lies ſtinking on the Body: It is 


not filthy and putid, that ever I ſaw, like the 
running Pock : It has not the Time to come 
to the Venom of that before it is thrown out, 
and then it is immediately taken away ; and 
conſequently, as it arrives to no ſuch Malignity 
and Infection, ſo it can communicate none ſuch. 

Much has been ſaid too, and dark Hints 
given at Times, about the purple Spots in the 
Skin, or blewiſh Stains which have been up- 
on many, and commonly are the ſure and fa- 
tal Signs of their approaching Death. But as 
theſe a are ſpoken of by them that have wrote 
of the Small Pox before our Days; ſo I very 
much queſtion whether. the Bodies which I 
have ſeen: ſo ſtained, do yield any malignant 
Infection equal to the corrupted and noiſom 
Bodies of others that lie and putrify under the 
fluxy Kind. I am ſure, to my Senſes they have 
not at all ſeem d equally noxious. And when - 
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dead upon the Conſe of theſe Stains in the 


Skin, it feems generally to be the Suppreſſion 


pf the Pock underir, which wants to come 


freely forth, but being 


obſtructed by the Stag- 


due of the Blood, it riſes no higher than to 


- diſcolour the Skin; which tho it may well argue 
more Malignity within, and may give a more 
poiſonous Breath to the Patient while he lives, 
yer methinks the Pores of the Body do by no 
means breath out the like Malignity, as if the 
Pock riſcs, and breaks, and ſtinks. How the 
Cafe may be in Spotted Feuers, I know not, 
and whether I am right in what I have here 
advanced, I ſubmit to the Phyriams, and am 
ready to ſtand corrected by theit Judgment. 
There yet remains three or Things, 
which have occurred to me, which I think 
meet to obſetve or relate. 6 
One is, Thar I am at preſent ſtrong in the 
Opinion, that: thoſe Perſons who had taken 
the Infection befote they were Inoculared, yet 
were greatly ſery'd in theit Sickneſs by the 
running of their Iſſues, which vented much 
of the inflammatory Miattet that would have in- 
creas d their Fevers. Some, ho have recover d, 
have thought fo themſelves, and ſo have all a- 


bout chem. And a3 to the Gentlewoman that 


died, her Husband tas told me, that in his 
Opinion the Incifions did much toward the 
preſerving his Wife ſo long and ſo far as ſhe 
was preſerwd, chro her ſote Viſitation. 
Netly, I wid obſerve, That in cafe the 
Iafedion be taken che common Way, and the 

"'Y | 21.9 Eruption 
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Eruption would not habe been in ſome Weeks; 
as we certainly know that it will lie in the Bo- 


dy ſometimes a Month before it breaks out; 
yet the infected Perſon coming under the In- 
oculation, it will bring on the Diſtemper at the 
uſual Time of ſeven or cight Days. Not on- 


ly the Reaſon, but the Neceſſity of this ſeems 


very plain; and it accounts for a Difficulty 
with ſome, which is, Why the Sickneſs comes 
at the Period proper to the Inoculation, and 
yet it proves the confluent Kind, which is not 
proper to it. 

I lately met with a Treatiſe on the Small 
Pox, wherein the Author adyances this Rule 
or Maxim, That all venomous Particles do 
e firſt enter the Body thro the Pores of the 
« Skin, and ſo croud into the Humours.and 
4 Juices, and thence into the ſanguine Parts. 
« From hence he accounts why the Face and 
Hands and Feet are uſually fulleſt of Pocks, 
« becauſe thoſe Parts of the Body are more o- 
<« pen and expoſed, for the Admiſſion or En- 
ce trance of thoſe venomons Particles. 

I carry'd on the Hypotheſis in my own Mind 
a little farther, by that Modern Obſervation 
which has been made, of a Multitude of Anz- 
malcules on every Puſtule of the Small Pox : 
Theſe they tell us their Glaſſes have diſcover d; 
and that our common Infection is by Swatms 
of theſe. If ſo, methought theſe living mi- 
nute Particles, theſe animated Atoms, if I might 
ſo — may much _— calily find their way 

into 


Fe 
* 


SS -» 
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into our Pores; and ſo into our Bodies, than 
if they were inanimate. 

But if one Hypotheſis or other may be at 
all admitted, with this farther and moſt rea- 


ſonable Thought upon them, that theſe ve- 


nomous Particles or Animalcules do alſo flow 
into our Noſtrils, Throat and Blood, by our 
Breath; then may they not give us a Reaſon, 
* why the Small Pox communicated by Incifions 
in the way of Inoculation, does not produce ſo 
many Pock, and ſuch a Flame and Corruption 


in the Body, as in the common Way of In- 


fection it ordinarily does? Becauſe in this Way 
not ſo many enter, nor immediately into ſuch 
Parts of Hazard and Diſtreſs, as in the Noſ- 


trils, Throat and Inwards : But I pretend 


not to argue, on Principles or Premiſes, which 
are themſelyes uncertain ; and lie open to ma- 
ny Objections which I nals never anſwer. 

1 will only add upon all, a plain, but to me 
pleaſing and informing Diſcourſe I lately had 
with a _ Negro, whom I found at Work 
where I made a Viſit, and the Gentleman of 
the Houſe told me the Fellow had been Ino- 
culated in his own Country. Whereupon I put 
ſeveral Queſtions to him; in anſwer to which, 
he told me, © That he liv'd in a great Town 
&« in his own Country, and when the Small 
“ Pox came into it, they did what they could 
< to prevent the ſpreading of it; that the Fa- 
cr milies that were firſt viſited, uſually died a- 
2 ene them; but when the Sickneſs got in- 
ü cc to 


f 7 370 
4 to fiye or ſix Houſes, ſo that the People 
„began to deſpair of being able to ſtop it, 
& then all who had not had it went preſently 
« and receiv'd it in the Way of Inoculation, 
« (as we call it) and that not one more died 
of it thro the whole Town. 

« We do not ſtay therefore (ſaid he) till 
the Town be infected, and People have ma- 
« ny of them got the Sickneſs within them, 
« and then go and take it; but a whole Place 
& takes it in a Week, and are well in a Week. 
(I uſe but ſome of his Words here, giving the 
true Senſe of what he ſaid to me.) | 

He went on in anſwer to the Queſtions I 
put to him, and told me, © That he never 
knew of any Blains or Boils following this 
“ Practice, in his Country; that as to himſelf 
none had troubled him, any more than what 
4 others are ſubject to; and that he never 
e heard of any Body's having it again, in his 
Country. But, to prove that his Country- 
men think themſelves as ſecure from it as any 
of us may do, he told me, That ſometimes 
«* when young Men among them wanted to 
« go a Trading two or three hundred Miles 
Hoff, but were afraid becauſe they had not 
yet had the Small Pox, it was common for 

them to enquire where it was, and go to 
the Place, and be Inoculated, and then 
« go and Trade any where without Fear. 
When I askd him, (what I did not at all ſup- 
pole he could inform me in) How his Coun- 
trymen came into the ns of this 6. | 
| 2 o 


| ſhall be ſatisſied in his, That 
degyoured the Good of this mae 


e 
of giving the Small Pox ? and how long,it had 
been among them? He told me he knew no- 


ching of thoſe Things; he ſuppos d it was long 


before he was born; and no doubt but God 
told it to poor Negroes to ſave their Lives; 
for they had not Knowledge and Skill as we 


have. 


Tiis poſſible I may be ridicul'd for telling 
this * Story, but I think it very pertinent, 
and much to the purpoſe here; and whoſocycr 
ſeeks the Truth, and deſites to be informed, 
will not deſpiſe it. And he that has learnt a- 
ny thing as hc ought, has this to be willing 

to learn of the pooreſt aue in the Town. 

Upon the whole, I do not think that I at 
all go out of my Line in the preſent Eflay. 
The plain Intent of it is to ſerve unto the pre- 
ſerving of Life, and to miniſter unto the Com- 
fort of Families. This is a Care beſeeming 
me, or any one elſe, if it be manag'd with 


| Modeſty and Decency, My Care to do it ſo, 


is I think, viſible enough in the preſent Writ- 
ing, L have avoided any Appearance of ſeem- 
ing learned in Phhyſick. I am not: Nor ſhall 


I matter it at all, if I have betray d my Igno- 


rance therein. I write with another Deſign, 
and if that be anſwer d, I have all my Peſic; 3 
or if it be rejected with Scorna and revil'd, I 

Lt have again en- 
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Religion S$cruples againſt INOCULATING 
the SMALL Pox, 


args LETTER to a Fritnvp. 5 


Ae! HE new Method of receiving the 
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tion as tis commonly call'd) has been, 
— you know, the Subject not only of, 


plentiful Diſcourſe, but of angry Debate, aud . 


fierce Contention among us in this Town. An 


it is a very unhappy Circumſtance attending us. 


here, that almoſt every thing that is now done 


or doing among us, if it be at all of a publick : 
Nature, creates Heats and Anno lam. 


in hopes our good People will by and by be ſen- 
ſible of the Folly and Miſchief of this and 
come to ſuch a Temper as will ſuffer them #0 
differ from one another, without bei angry; 
with one another, In the mean time, I hope. 
that the People in other Towns where the Di.. 
per has _—_— its . will gas 4 
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better Temper, if any among them ſhould pur 
this Method into Practice. 2 
However ſome among us may appear againſt 


it out of Party and Prejudice, or make an En- 


ine of it to ſerve Deſigns, not friendly to the 

eace and true Intereſt of the Place, yet there 
are many who are conſcientiouſiy averſe to it, I 
believe; and, if theſe preſerve the Meekneſs of 
Wiſdom, they are (as a very Reverend Perſon 
has lately ſaid of them) greatly to be com- 
mended and honourcd, in that they will nat 
act againſt a doubting Conſcience. 

I perceive that the Scruples and Objections 
commonly offer'd by People here, have ſuch 
a Force upon your Mind, as keeps you from 
going into this Method which may be your 
Safety and Preſervation. Now Friendſbip, 
(the Offices of which ſhould be ſacredly re- 
garded by us,) obliges me to attempt to re- 
lieve and help you, in a Matter wherein 
your Life, ſo precious in it ſelf, and deſery- 
Bi, dear to me, is ſo much concerned. 

or Satisfaction about the Safety of this 
Method in an ordinary May of Providence, 
together with the Eaſe neſs of it, I refer you 
to the Obſervations on it made and publiſh'd 
of the Reverend Mr. Colman; of the greateſt + 
Part of which Matters of Fact by him related, 
Thave my ſelf been an Eye; witneſs. 

But that which you want Satisfaction about 
is, the Scruples and Objections of a conſcien-, 
tzous or religious Nature, which are common- ; 
oe d by People againſt this Method. Theſe, 


I ll endeavour to anſwer and reſolye, as I 
2 11 


(39) 
am able, in a few Words; and if they afford 
you any Light or Satisfaction reſpecting the 
ſame, you may communicate them to whom 
you pleaſe; and if it ſhould be thought worth 
while to make them publick, I think none can 
cenſure me for ſtarting out of my Line; or 
medling with what is none of my Buſineſs, fince 
the Thing I am now upon relates to Religion 
and Conſcience. | 
+ Oh. 1. One great Thing urg d againſt this 

Practice is, That it is not lawful for me td make - 
my ſelf ſick when I am well: Or f 
ing a Diſtemper upon my ſelf. 

pr, To bring Sicknels ur upon one's ſelf for 
ies own ſake, is what no Man in his right Wits 
would do. But to make my ſelf ſick in ſuch 
4 Way, as may probably ſerve my Health, and 
ſave my Life, and with ſuch a Den, is cer- 
tainly fitting and reaſonable, and therefore law- 
ful. This is every Day practis d among People 
without any Scruple, in Purges and Vomits, 


and other Things in medical Uſe. Now, if _ 
I may lawfully make my ſelf ſick by taking 


ſomething in at my Mouth, why not by put: ; 
ting ſomething in at my Arm? Or, if I may 


lawfully make my ſelf ſick for one Day, Wx 


not for wo Days or more; as the Caſe may: 
require? Aye, but this is to bring a Diſtemper 
upon my ſelf. I think 4t can hardly be caltd 
bringing it upon my ſelf, when the Caſe is ſo 


with me, (not having had the Diſtemper, and 


living in an infected Air) that I can't but 
to undergo. it in a very little time. I know in- 
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eee 
deed: God can preſerve me from the Infection; 
but when my Neighbours all round me are vi- 


fited, I know of no Warrant that any particu- C 

lar Perſon has to expect an extraordinary Pre- 4 
cou. He that has no Reaſon to think, | 

but that he is as liable to the Small Pox as other 7 


People are, and yet keeps in the Way of it, ex- 
den that God will preſerve him untouch'd, 
| EZ * however ſome may give it the Name of Truſt, 

And Faith, and the like, I cannot but look upon 
it and call it Preſumption. In ſhort, I can't but 

think, when I am in fuch Circumſtances, that I 

can neither rationally nor warrantably expect to 
eſcape the Diſtemper, that it is chen' lawful for 
me to bring upon my ſelf a er Degree of it, 
=—  toptcventagreater, Til put the Caſe thus, If 
I have not had the Small Pox, it is to be ſup- 
© - poſed, there is in my Body, what III call the 
Fuel of that Diſtemper, and there only wants 7 
the lighting of a Spark to ſet this Fuel on burn- 
ing. The Air I breath in is full of theſe 
Sparks; and I may expect every Breath I fetch 
to draw ſome of them in: If now it appears 
upon daily Experience, that by making an Inci- 
ſſon in my Arn, and letting the Spark in that Ss. - 
Way, the Fuel will burn "with leſs Fierceneſs 4 
and. —— Danger,” why may'nt I take | 
it in that Way? Why muſt I needs ſtay till it , 
comes in at my Mouth or Noſtrils, or thro | f 
ſome of the porous Parts of my Body? For / 
1 
I 
1 


A — © „ ©: — 2 A 


A A » py Part, I think the Law of Self-Preſervation, 
4 - wnich-is God's Law, requires me to take this 


embed of : oy whereby (to uſe the apt 
Words 


(4x9). a 
Words of another,) the Diſeaſe is, three God 
common Bleſſing, happily converted into a 


"a 


Obj. 2. But ought we not to wait God's 
time for it? 1 
Anſ. 1 think then is the Time Providence 
calls me to this Method of Safety, when I am 
in imminent and immediate Danger of the Di: 
ſtemper the other Way. Should any one go 
into the PraQtice of Inoculation, out of a Bra- 
vado, without his being in known hazard of 
the Diſtemper by the common Way of Infec- 
tion, I ſhould not think it warrantable, But 
then is God's time for us to uſe Means of Safe- 
ty, when we arc in apparent Danger of any 
deadly or deſtructive Evil. | „ 
O73. 3. But tis objected again, Can we not + 
truſt God ? | | 2 
Anſ. I ſuppoſe every Body will allow that the 
Uſe of Means is not inconſiſtent with Truſt in 
God ; and why there can't be Truſt in God in 
the Uſe of this Means, as well as other, I can- 
not Imagine. a 
a 4. But, it is a going from God to 
Anſ. How | can't we make Uſe of Men and 
Means in a Time of Danger without going 
from God? If any, like Aſa, look to the Phy- 
ſician, and not to the Lord, they are very irre- 
ligious and profane therein. But if any do 
principally and in the firſt Place ſeek to God, 
may they not then innocently and lawfully make. 
uſe of the beſt N help the e 


| of God, ſent to puniſh and humble ns for our 


CN 
aw nl a —— 4 
. * 


Th). 
God affords them? I muſt profeſs and declare 
on the Part of many of the Inoculated, that they, 


and their Friends concern d for them, have gone 


into the Practice with many Prayers to God, and 
other ſuitable Expreſſions of Truſt and Devo: 
Hom. 

057 5. But till ſome ſay, this Practice looks 
to them, like taking God's Work out of ms 
Hand. 

Anſ. Indeed this Diſtemper can arreſt none 


| without a Commiſſion from God. But yet it is 


not inflicted by God's immediate Hand Fete 
ceive it in a natural I ay, and by Means 'of fe: 
cond Cauſes; and this we do in "the Way of In: 
orulation, as well as of common Infection. If 


We have the Small Pox in either of theſe Ways; 


it is till the Work of God: For all the fecond 
Cauſes depend on and act under Him the firſt 
Cauſe... And, the Application of Means natu- 
tural for this or that End, is it not an Appli- 

catiou to the God of Nature? If God does not 
co-operate by his actual Providence can the Ef. 
fe be produc'd ? For, who is he that . ſaith, 

and it cometh to paſs, chen the Lord rommand- 
eth it not? What is there of the Hand or Pow- 
er of Man in this Work, after the Inciſſon is 
made and the Matter apply'd ? The Work is ftill 


left with God, and we muſt wait upon him for 
. his aQual Influence and Bleſſing, even as the 


Husbandihan does for the Rain and Sun-ſhine of 
Heaven, after the Seed is thrown into the Earth. 
O,. 6. But the Small Pox is a Fudoment 


our 


W 


our „Hur. and what ſhall we ſo evade it, and. © | 


think to turn it away from us? "I 
Anſ. 1 fully agree to it, that it is a ore 
| Judgment of God upon us for our Sins ns, 
which we have much deſerwd: And it is 
reatly to be lamented that it has no better 
ffect upon the Hearts of Men. — But is it 
unlawful to uſe Means for our Preſervation 
from a deſolating Judgment? Eſpecially, if at 
the very time that God ſends the Judgment, 
he ſhews us a Way to eſcape the Extremity 
and Deſtruction at leaſt, if not the Touch of 
it. If a gracious God ſhews us ſo much Mer- 
cyas this under the Judgment, does it become 
us to put it away from our ſelves, or rather 
ſhould we not accept it with Adoring Thankful- 
neſs ? If this Town was to ſuffer an Inundats- 
on, that would be a more terrible Judgment 
than this, and we ſhould look upon it too as a 
righteous Puniſhment for our Sins; yet would 
any refuſe to make uſe of a Boat, or a Plank 
that might providentially come in his Ways. 
thinking that to do it would be a criminal Eva- 
ding the Judgment? I trow not. 

Obj. 7. But, ſome have ſaid to me, T ths -* 
Method tends to take off the Fears of this Di- 
ſtemper from the Minds of Peop 15 and who 
knows of what ſpiritua Advantage theſe 
Fears might be to them? 

In Anſwerto this I would ask, whether God 


cannot make the Mercy of their Preſcrvation 


and Recovery in this Way, of ſpiritual Advan- 


EA to them alſo, and by that e them o 2 


F 2 Repen- 
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(a4) 
tene ? And, I truly hope, the Sal vati- 
on of God beſtow d upon ſome in this Way, 
as well as the other, will have a gracious ſanc- 
tifying Effect upon them, under the powerful 
working of the Spirit of Grace. I was glad 
to ſee the ſerious Frames ſome of them were in 
at the very time; how much affected they 
ſeem'd to be with the Favour of God to them; 
what a good Profeſſion of holy Reſolution 
ſome of them made. And I would take this 
Opportunity to call upon them from God to 


remember the ſame, and to be daily performing 
their Vows. 


Oh. s. Some Object againſt the Practice be- 
cauſe of the unhappy Conſequences of it among 
us; the Feuds and Contention, Sin and Miſ- 
chief that it has occaſion d. 

Anſ. Of this, I hope, I am a mournful 
SpeQator; and it has made me ſundry times 
= ready to take up that Wiſh, Oh that I had 


af "Wings like a Dove! And I muſt freely declare, 
that I look upon that Spirit of Party and Divi- 


fon that is reigning among us, to be a ſorer 
= Judgment of God upon us, than the Diſtemp- 
_erwhich has ſo diſtreſs'd us. But yet, I am far 
from thinking, that the Badneſs of the thing in 
It's ſelf is to be argued or infer'd from this 27 
Fecth of it. For does not the ſame Effect attend 
many other things unqueſtionably good in them- 
ſelves; ſuch as the building of Houſes for the 
Worſhip of God, the Choice of Miniſters, and 
of Perſons to ſerve in the State, &c. Nay, the 
den PROM: of the Goſpel in the World, 
though 


| ( 4 45) 
tho it be the Goſpel of Peace, and the Goſpel 
of Salvation too, has been, and is, acciden- 


tally, through the Corruption of Men's Hearts, 
and under the Influence of the envious Enemy 
of Mankind, the Occaſion of all this ; accord- 
ing as our Saviour has foretold that it would be, 
ſaying, as Mat. x. 34, 35. Think not that I am 
come to ſend Peace on Earth: I came not to 
ſend Peace, but a Sword. For I am come to ſet 
a Man at Variance againſt his Father, and the 
Daughter againſt her Mother, and the Daugh=" 
ter. in. lat againſt her Mother-in-law. And 4 
Man's Foes ſhall be they of his own Houſe. 

006. 9. Some frame an Objection againſt 
this Practice, from the Decrees of God. They 
ſay that God has predetermin d and fixed the 
Period of every one's 2 e,veyond which nothing 
ſhall protract it; ſo that if his Time be come, 
Inoculation will not ſave the Perſon's Life. 

. Anſw, But this Argument may as well be 
urg d againſt the Uſe of all Phyſick, nay, even 
of Food, as againſt this Practice. I truly believe, 
as my Bible teaches me, that God has fix d the 
Period of every one's Life; but I alſo beligye* 
that he has done it with 2 Regard to Second ©. 
Cauſes, or that Courſe of Nature which he has Re 
eſtabliſh'd; the End and Means are determin'd a4 

together. He that has fix d in his own Counſel - RY. 
how long we ſhall live, has alfo determin'd, that 

by ſuch and ſuch Means, our Lives ſhall be 
continued to that Period of Time. And how © © # 
does any one know, but this is to be the .. 
Pointed Means, of their Preſervation in 3 3 
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Of 10%, Some have ask d, Whether we 
cauld aſſure them their Lives in this Way? © 
Anſw. It is ſtrange that any ſhould put the 
Queſtion! when there is none can give : Af 
ſurance of this, nor in the moſt innocent and 
common Means, that are every Day made uſe 
of: Why then ſhould they demand it in this 2? 
I know of one who dicd under a Vomit. An- 
other, whom I alſo knew, died by pulling out 
a Tooth; the bleeding at the Gums, after the 
Extraction of the Tooth could not be ſtopt, 
and in a few Hours he died. And for my own 
part, as much as I am now for Inoculation, I 
am not at all ſhy to ſay, that a Perſon may miſ- 
carry under it: For God is Sovereign, and will 
keep us in a Dependence upon him, in the Uſe 
of all Means. But if it be ſafe, under the com- 
mon Bleſſing of God, that is ſufficient to war- 
- rant me to venture upon it, when there is Oc- 
caſion. Nay, if one in an hundred ſhould die 
in this Way, while there is Demonſtration (as 
there then would be) that it is ren times as ſafe 
as the common Way of Infection: This, I hum- 
bly conceive, would be ſufficient to juſtify my 
going into it: Tho I muſt confeſs, in this Par- 
ticular, I was once of another Mind. 
Obj. 116. But ſuppoſe I ſhould die in the 
Way of Inoculation, would it not make a dying 
Haur very dark to me, to think that I usd 
Means to bring it upan my ſelf ? ph 
..  Anſt. This is a Queſtion, I muſt confeſs, has 
been the moſt affecting to me, of any that have 
related to this Matter. But after the moſt ſe- 
ac | rious 
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tious Conftderation! have beſtow'd upon it, 1 
thus think; If a Perſon ſhould die under N. 
culation, he dies in the Uſe of the moſt likely 
Means he knew of, to ſave his Life in a Timeo 


common Peril; he dies then in the Fa of” Da. 
ty, and ſo in Gott's Way : If the Bleſſing is des | 
ny d, he muſt humbly reſign this his frail LM,, 
unto the God of it, Looking for the Mercy I W 4} 
our Lord Fefus ” Chrip unto Etetnal Lift 8 | 

O5. 12%. There is one Thing more 0 B+ 

Zint this Practice, which J am loth to take 

otice of; becauſe of the Prophaneſs of it; but it 
being fo frequently in the Months bf People, 1 
catinor but name it. Tis this, That 1 "AM; 
tally from the Devil. 

Anſte. Sure this is the Eifcet of 
fort ! I will return a better Anſwer to It 
than ir deſefyes* If it be a Method of Sdfvty, 
and a Benefit to Mankind, as hitherto ir | 
to be, how came the Devil to be the Author 
of it? Was he'eyer a Benefaftbr to Mankind 
No: But he is 4 Murderer from the beim 
Every Age of the World produces e * 
and uſeful Diſcoyeries, in one Profefiton,” 
and Science ot another: And, if this Diſco) 
ry be reſerꝰ d for our Day, why ſhoul it 
be accepted in all Places Wh all Tin 

neſs? In a Word, I cannot but think it's Ori- 
ginal derived elſewhere, becauſe my Bible 
teaches me, that every good and verfel Gift 
comes down from the Father of Lights. _ + 
As to that Objection, of the Danger of o- 

thers catching the Diſtemper from the Inocula- 
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ted; there deeds only this to be ſaid, That as 
dis to be ſuppos d, the Practice will not be gone 
into till the Danger of Infection becomes com- 
mon in a Place, ſo there may be Methods caſi- 
ly taken, to prevent its hazarding of others that 
can't. yet come into it. And I think there 
ought to be a prudent Care in this reſpe&t. - 

Thus, Sir, I have freely given you my 
Thoughts about this Practice, fo nuch ſpo. 
ken againſt. I muſt now leave you to judge for 
dur ſelf, praying God to ſhew you his May. 
5 you come into the Practice, I know you will 
not do it in carnal Security ; for that may pro- 
voke God to deny leſſing. And, if 
pleaſe to give it the defir'd — you'll reli- 
gioufly give Glory to him, not only for deli- 
vering you from Death, but for; ſaving you 
from ſuch a Bed of Corruption, as others have 
pany weariſome Days and Nights appointed 

them in; you'll think your ſelf the ore ob. 
ue to thank and praiſe your kind Phyſician, 
(1. mean, the Great One,) who has wrought 
your Cure by ſo gentle a Method. 
711 2 have no more to add, but my Prayers, that 
vou and I may be made meet for, and, in God's 
Time, brought ſafe to, that World, where there 
ſhall be 720 more Sickneſs, nor any more Death; 
where Sin, and all the penal Conſequences of. 
it, ſhall be done away for ever. I am, 


Tour hearty Friend, 


a, cog and Servant. 
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